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Meet your presenters!

Brad Galvin, WSGCC Committee Chair

Roxane Waldron, State Problem Gambling Program 

Manager, HCA, DBHR

Tana Russell, Assistant Director, Evergreen Council on 
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Key Messages

 We need more Certified Gambling Counselors in 

underserved regions in WA state

 The gambling field is changing quickly, and it is important 

to stay current

 Promote culturally-relevant, trauma-informed, and 

evidence-based services, provided by a pool of 

providers just as diverse as the populations they serve
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Gambling and Problem Gambling
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Gambling Help Services in WA

•Variety of prevention programs, campaigns, education, RG training, etc. 

Prevention

•Certified Gambling Counselors 

•Treatment facilities (tribal and non-tribal), private practice, family services, individual 
and group sessions, financial therapy, etc. 

Treatment

•Community groups: Gamblers Anonymous (GA); Gam-Anon

•Online support groups

•Recovery Centers and Café’s

•Podcasts, social media groups, and more

Recovery
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Gambling Treatment in WA State

 Approx. 35-40 Certified Gambling Counselors, find Provider 

Directory Here: https://www.evergreencpg.org/help-and-

hope/treatment_services/counselor-directory/

 Compared to approx. 4500 SUDPs, and over 20,000 other 

counseling/psychology licensees. 

 No residential treatment (as of June 2022).  Clients are sent out 

of state for residential gambling treatment. 

 Private insurance coverage, state funding, tribal funding, and 

ECPG funding.  No Medicaid coverage. No federal funding. 
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What can I do to help right away?

 Adopt an attitude of compassion toward those dealing with 
gambling-related problems

 Educate and integrate
 Responsible gambling behaviors (https://www.evergreencpg.org/responsible-

gaming/responsible-gambling-guidelines/) 

 Signs of addiction and problem gambling 
(https://www.evergreencpg.org/awareness/know-the-signs/) 

 Where to go for help (https://www.evergreencpg.org/help-and-hope/programs-and-
services/helpline-info/) 

 Screen + Refer (see next slide)

 Share the PG Helpline number far and wide: 1-800-547-6133
 (https://www.evergreencpg.org/help-and-hope/programs-and-services/helpline-info/) 
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Screen + Refer

Pick a screening tool: 

 Lie/Bet (2 Qs)
 Brief Biosocial Gambling 

Screen (3-4 Qs)
 NODS-Clip (4 Qs)
 PGSI (9 Qs)

 Find the 4 above, + more, + 
in Spanish, here: 
https://www.evergreencpg.org/aw
areness/resources-and-
downloads/

Have a resource List available
 WA State Problem Gambling Helpline: 

1-800-547-6133
 ECPG website: www.evergreencpg.org

 WA State PG website 

 Your Local Certified Gambling Counselor(s): 
https://www.evergreencpg.org/help-and-
hope/treatment_services/counselor-directory/

 GA: 
http://www.gamblersanonymous.org/ga/

 Gam-Anon: www.gam-anon.org
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Why Become a Certified Gambling 

Counselor?
To provide appropriate and effective specialized services:

 Helps You Stay Current With Treatment Best-Practices

 Helps You Stay Current With Evidence-Based Research and Therapeutic 
Approaches 

 Improves help-seeker access to specialty services by increasing available 
CGC’s, which saves lives and families.

 WAC 246-341-0754 requires certification to treat Gambling Disorder. 

 Credibility With Your Clients and with Peers

 Provides You With A Peer Network
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Certification Comparisons – Level I

IGCCB (ICGC-) Washington (WSCGC-I)

Bachelor’s or equivalent Bachelor’s or equivalent

State licensure State licensure (WA DOH)

30hrs training 30hrs training (6hrs Cult. Comp.)

100hrs gambling counseling 100hrs gambling counseling

8hrs with supervisor 5hrs with supervisor (1:20 ratio)

$200 application fee $150 application fee

14

The GCCT provides the 

30hrs training, with 3.5hrs on 

Cult. Competency
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Certification Comparisons – Level II

IGCCB (ICGC-II) Washington (WSCGC-II)

Bachelor’s or equivalent Bachelor’s or equivalent

State licensure State licensure (WA DOH)

60hrs training 60hrs training (6hrs Cult. Comp.)

2,000hrs gambling counseling 300hrs gambling counseling

24hrs supervision 15hrs supervision (1:20 ratio)

$200 application fee $50 if already Level I, $150 if initial app. 
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The GCCT counts as the first 

30 out of 60hrs
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Other Certification Requirements (I/II)

 Letters of reference (co-workers and gambling supervisor). 

 Signed statement from on-site clinical supervisor and/or verification of 

clinical experience hours post state DOH licensure.

 Signed Application, Ethical Standards, Attestation and Directory 

Authorization forms.

 Passing score on Certification Examination for Gambling Counselors

(or equivalency alternative).

 Payment of application fee (fee amounts vary)

 Malpractice Liability Insurance coverage
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Other IGCCB certifications

 International Co-Occurring Gambling Specialist 

(ICOGS)

Clergy / Lay Ministers Certification

Gambling Disorder Trainer Certification (CGT)

 International Gaming Disorder Certificate (IGDC)
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ECPG has trainings for these 2 credentials, approved by 

IGCCB to meet the Cert. training requirements
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Gambling Counselor Core Training 

(30 hours)

10 hours 

Self-Directed

• Available upon 
registering

• Complete 
before Live-
Learning 
sessions

20 hours 

Live-Learning

• In-Person

• July 11-13, 2022

• Yakima, WA
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More info at:
https://www.evergreencpg.org

/training/virtual/engage/gambli

ng-counselor-core-training/

https://www.evergreencpg.org/training/virtual/engage/gambling-counselor-core-training/


Another FREE Webinar!   JUNE 23

Gambling Disorder: The Non-Substance-

Related Addictive Disorder

 When: 6/23/22, 11:00am-2:00pm PT

 Where: virtual

 https://www.evergreencpg.org/attend/

gambling-disorder-the-non-substance-

related-addictive-disorder/

June 2022

Evergreen Council on Problem Gambling and HCA 

19

Register through 

NW ATTC

https://www.evergreencpg.org/attend/gambling-disorder-the-non-substance-related-addictive-disorder/


Other Problem Gambling education

 Visit www.evergreencpg.org

 https://www.evergreencpg.org/training/ - Find all training 

information

 https://www.evergreencpg.org/connect/ - Read, Listen, 

Watch, or Attend....get PG education your way, on your 

time
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Connect with us

Connections: Healthy Gambling and Gaming Podcast

•3 Seasons now available, episodes released monthly

•Learn from experts on all things related to gambling and video gaming

ECPG LIVE!

•Live-streamed free episodes, also available on-demand

•Discusses all things problem gambling and gaming related

Kaleidoscope: Reflections of Diverse Views on Mental Health Equity

•Live-streamed free episodes, also available on-demand

•Discusses all things related to equity and social justice in Behavioral Health
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Free Resources 

and Downloads

https://www.evergreencpg.org/awa

reness/resources-and-downloads/
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Where can a person go to get help? – Call the 
helpline, get connected to help near you.Problem Gambling Integration
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Contact us if you 

have questions

Brad Galvin, WSGCCC Chair

brad@brieftherapyworks.com

Tana Russell, ECPG 

trussell@evergreencpg.org

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

Roxane Waldron, HCA

roxane.waldron@hca.wa.gov
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